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MATCH IT! UPDATE: We have eceived
word from the office in Wilmore that over
$35,000 for the Match It! fund has come We
just need $15,000 more to meet the atire
$50,000.00. Thank you all for your prayers and
donations toward this ABUNDANT proiion

by God! We hope to have the match complete
by midFebruarylf you would like to
contribute to this, please mark your
donations “MATCH IT!”?

December 2007

1- Geovany, Samy, Wagner and Yaquelin returned happy from the children’s
home where they spent the night last night, especially the boys. Mimi and
Yeny went to spend the day at Paula’s house. They went swimming too.
Phillip and Victor had a soccer game.

2- We went to early service. Family Visitation Day! Marta’s grandmother gave
a report that she is not doing too well and is no longer living with her but
with an aunt. We picked up that the grandmother did not want her because
of her attitude. Marta’s brother said that she really regrets that she left. The
kids did a name exchange.

3- We went to Antigua. Phillip has announced the past couple of weeks that
he is going to be a missionary in Iraq because of them needing peace. Yaque-
lin and Wagner were very helpful in the kitchen. The girls changed rooms

getting ready for the new girls in January.

4- Brenda helped make breakfast. My in-laws watched the kids; so, Steve and | had a lunch date. Gerson turned
seven. In the afternoon everyone was playing soccer. Victor kicked the ball in Jefersson’s tummy. Everyone laughed
except Jefersson.

5- Some kids went to Sumpango.

6- | took Lupita Secret Santa Shopping (SSS). Steve’s parents left. We met Abbie and Garry for lunch. Steven and Ger-
son ran into each other and bloodied Steven’s lip.

7- 1 took Brenda SSS.

8- We took the kids to see a matinee, Enchanted.
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9- We went to church. Samy and Dorcas made dinner. It was Yaquelin and Brenda’s ninth anniversary, which really
makes us think about Marta and miss her.

10- Four youth from another children’s home spent the night. They were much better on the skateboard than our
children, and ours really enjoyed watching them. We made a bonfire.

11- 1 took Carlos SSS. In the afternoon Carlos and Andrew played about two hours with spiders and beetles. Steven is
very affectionate to everyone.

12- 1 took Phillip SSS.

13- Yeny helped make breakfast. Steve took Steven SSS, and | took Phillip. We got news that new laws have been
passed by the government that has the potential of greatly affecting our children’s home...not good news. Steven
stepped on a bee inside. Geovany, Wagner and Yaquelin went to a nanny’s house for the day.

14- | took Victor SSS, and Steve took Samy. Steve talked to a lawyer who told him that there will have to be major
changes in our home as in a 24-hour pediatrician; revision of our home on a regular basis; receiving whichever child
is sent our way even if just for one night; plus more. We are mostly concerned about them deciding to take away
several of our children for adoption, and we will now not have a say in which home the child will be sent. We need
to meet with this lawyer to find out more details. Lupita fell skateboarding but no stitches.

15- Paula came over to make cut-out cookies and to spend time with those going into second grade. | took Jefersson
SSS. Mimi and Yeny spent the night with Paula. The five oldest went to a special youth group concert. Kids played

musical chairs.

16- Late in the evening Geovany starting feeling bad: sweaty, pale, and shivered. Steve took him to the emergency
room, and he was admitted because his white cell blood count was high. | took Rosita SSS.

17- Geovany was released without a diagnosis, but white blood count normalized indicating a possible virus. Carlos
woke up dry for the first time in ages.

18- 1 took Gabriela SSS; Steve took Wagner; and a nanny took Dorcas. Jefersson, Brenda and Gerson have had a hor-
rible month of behavior so far, and we sure need wisdom in discipline, especially with them.

19- Andrew had a fever that got up to 103.6 F.
20- Andrew’s temperature reached 104.2 F. | took eleven children to swim.

21- Yeny helped in the kitchen all day. Steve took Yaquelin SSS. We found out some sad and disturbing news about
Marta, please pray. | took eleven of the children to the Christmas dinner at church. Andrew still has fever.

22- Happy 15" birthday, Geovany! A youth group brought the kids a present and played games with them.

23- Andrew was all the way back to normal. Dorcas made all of the pancakes. We went to church! Geovany left with
his mother to spend a couple of days at his aunt’s house; some other children felt bad and sad.

24- A man and family brought the children very nice presents and an outfit each. Wow, twice in one season Guate-
malans giving to our children. We did our traditional Christmas Eve activities: tamales, White Christmas, new orna-
ment, devotions, fireworks and stayed up until 12:00. Mimi told me after supper that she wanted to ask the Lord in
her life. PRAISE THE LORD. She knows that she is a sinner and wanted His forgiveness and to search Him and be
with Him.

25- Merry Christmas! | did not wake up until 8:15. First we lit the last advent candle. Then we broke a pinata. Steve
and | made a huge lunch.
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26- Wagner, Samy, Dorcas and Yaquelin went on a youth group retreat in Panajachel. Geovany returned and had a
good experience. Steve has begun an epiphany study with the children.

27- Steve took some kids swimming and the pools were being cleaned.
28- Steven got hurt.

29- My parents and brother came. Steven hurt Carlos and for the life of him would not apologize. The four returned
with an awesome retreat experience. Glory to God!!!! It was good to have all the children here after a week of some
being gone.

30- After church my family went to Antigua. Brenda did some gardening.

We stayed up to watch the new year come in. Samy and Wagner were in charge of the fireworks.

PRAYER REQUESTS

+ The school year beginning January 9 for Colegio La Senda

+ The aroma of Christ to hang over us throughout 2008 after a most difficult 2007. However, with
this in mind, even with the most difficult year, we had a year FULL of blessings.

+ The four new children coming within the next few days and the return of the three coast boys.

+ Mimi’s salvation.

+ The new law for homes and adoptions in Guatemala and how it affects our children. We do not
want a repeat of 2004 when the courts took away many of our children.

PRAYER PRAISES
+ In a rare and wonderful holiday season, we had family from the U.S. with us.

+ We had a blest Advent Season taking time to spend with the children individually.
+ The Match It! money is coming in for the school!
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