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1- Happy New Year!!  We are just in awe that the new year is here.  As usual 
the children opened their New YearÕs gifts. (We do not give gifts on Christmas 
DayÉ we reserve it for celebrating JesusÕs birthday.) Brandon was the one 
most surprised being that it was his first one to participate in. Each child was 
thankful for what they received. Steve then fixed his traditional gumbo for 
lunch.  
 
2- Happy Birthday, Steve!!  The majority of the kids spent their allowances to 
buy him little knick-knacks. (Boy! Do we ever have a lot of them.) We also 
had pizza and a special devotion with him. We worked hard all day getting 
classrooms almost ready. The teachers had their first day.  
 
3- The children all got new rooms. Brenda has been trying to teach Yeny to 
brush her hair. Another busy day getting ready for school. Steve is doing de-
votions for the preparation of Epiphany. Dorcas is a good climber. Steve 
heard her but could not see her. She was in the top of our best climbing tree. 
 
4- Yaquelin got up early to exercise before the construction workers arrived. 
She is also starting another diet. Jefersson tries to read everything that he sees.  
I am very impressed with him. The security company still has not shown up, 
supposedly Monday. Wagner continues to open the gate when needed but is 
getting tired of climbing up and down the hill. Steve went to pick up eight 
computers for the school.  
 
5- Jefersson and Steven got in a fight.  Steven turned out with a bloody nose. 
Geovany had a headache. 
 
6- Rosita has decided that she would like to start wearing skirts more. Raul 
and Jenny came for lunch. Raul gave the children rides on his motorcycle. 
Gabriela is the only one who would not take a ride. The most horrible news 
of the day was that our alarm went off on the cistern.  Steve spent time at the 
well and did not figure it out. For the closure of Epiphany devotion time, eve-

ryone lit candles and walked around the property singing I Have Decided to Follow Jesus.  
 
7- We had to have water brought in. It was family visitation day. Brandon was disappointed that his mom did not 
come again. The McCombs came for the night. Yaquelin has taken over being the keeper of the key.  
 
8- The well men finally came. Steve was out very late helping.  The one day that it rained during the dry season was 
today while they were working.  Marta had her first day of school. She came home tired. Later in the afternoon we got 
a report that one of our nannies did not make it home when she left here. We are so concerned. We had to pay al-
most $70.00 in water.  
 
9- We did not sleep at all last night worried about Evelyn. It turns out that she had some major personal problems that 
she was too embarrassed to tell anyone about. The three boys from the coast came: Caleb, 10; Edgardo, 8; and 
Ludwig, 7.  They are going to live here as a boarding school. We feel God is starting to do something in Brandon. We 
spent $100.00 in trucks bringing water in.  
 
10- It was La SendaÕs first day of school.  We have 55. Everyone was excited to return except for Phillip.  
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11- I do not have a voice, which everyone is happy about. We took the coast boys and their parents to Pollo Cam-
pero. The parents return to the coast early in the morning. Bible study has changed to Thursday this year. The well is 
working after $1,515.00 worth of expenses. After Gerson went to the bathroom, the English teacher smelled some-
thing burning. It turns out that Gerson lit eight matches and threw them in the trashcan. Steve ran errands to the law-
yer, bank, accountant, and grocery.  
 
12- Happy 7th anniversary, Victor!! Phillip went to the dentist. While he was there, I took Andrew to the grocery with 
me. He got sick all over the place twice. I felt horrible for the store workers. He did not feel too bad because he got a 
new Superman outfit out of it. He got sick four more times but never complained nor acted sick.  
 
13- Happy Birthday, Brandon!!  Another first for him to celebrate with us, which he was, of course, delighted about. 
Edgardo has had trouble adjusting. Rosita went out with a friend.  
 
14- Lupita and Mimi have come every day to wash my dishes just because they want to. Wagner helped Steve put a 
cabinet together for Steven.  
  
15- The third grade teacher resigned; so, Zucy, the principal, has to fill in until there is another one. Now we are short 
one teacher and one nanny. Steve went to a parent meeting at GeovanyÕs school. Gabriela got sick. 
 
16- A new nanny began, Brenda.  Excellent newsÑ BrendaÕs teacher called her an Òangel.Ó Geovany had his first day 
of school. Steve has been unclogging yucky toilets.  
 
17- MartaÕs bus did not pick her up; so, Steve swiftly got in the van to take her. Steve went grocery shopping. I lost my 
voice again!!!  What is up? Geovany and Marta began typewriting class in the afternoon. 
 
18- Edgardo celebrated his ninth birthday (but first here). Steve and some kids went to Bible study. Steve went to the 
market.  
 
19- Seven from the coast brought a balloon pi–ata. They returned with a chain saw that folks from Pennsylvania got 
them. The McComb Family stayed the night on their way back to their village in Nebaj. We roasted hot dogs and 
marshmellows over an open fire, one of our favorite things to do. Steve and Marta took the principal, Zucy, home 
about two miles from here. There must have been a wreck somewhere that they never saw. They sat in traffic more 
than four hours. Victor got a late bath (8:45). After him not coming out for a while, I got curious.  He had fallen asleep 
in the bathtub. 
 
20- Happy 13th birthday, Samy!!  Now we have FIVE teenagers. He went to get his hair cut. We found out that the 
traffic yesterday was from the townÕs fair. 
 
21- Yaquelin made lunch by herself. We GET to have church here since there are 25 of us now who would go to 
church. We are praying for a youth-type pastor. 
 
22- The 24 desks that we ordered for the school arrived. Dorcas got caught cheating. At least she was giving someone 
the answers and not receiving. But isnÕt there a fine line there?  I took her, Brenda and Rosita out shopping with late 
Christmas money that was sent to them. They are good spenders. It was good to spend that time with them. Rosita got 
a really different haircut, which makes her look much older. ItÕs cute! 
 
23- Elisa invited Mimi to go to her house for the afternoon. A new nanny started, Hermana Brenda.  
 
24- My parents and Aunt Joyce came. It was cute watching Gerson trying to carry one of their 50 pound pieces of lug-
gage. He weighs less than 40 pounds. Yaquelin quit her diet. Now the 1st/2nd grade teacher quit. What is going on?  A 
clown interviewed Phillip, Victor and Andrew while we were in the city.  
 
25- My mom hid candy from the children, a tradition of hers here. Aunt Joyce worked with some of the girls crochet-
ing. Steve took the big children to Bible study. Every day that Jefersson leaves his English class he says, ÒI love you, 
Miss!Ó 
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26- Mimi and Elisa had such a good time together at ElisaÕs house that she invited Mimi back for the weekend. It was 
teacher in-service day letting school out at 12:30; so, we went to lunch in Antigua. Steve then went to an Internet 
CafŽ since our e-mail has not worked too well. We are getting everything, we think, but sometimes have a hard time 
getting connected. I went shopping with my family. 
 
27- It is hard to believe that Phillip is seven years old. The coast boys are having to learn boundaries because where 
they come from everything is much more relaxed in more than one way.   
 
28- The kids worked hard clearing out old boards and tall weeds behind their house. They enjoyed the work. Every-
one was tired and fell asleep quickly. Steve did our service tonight on ElijahÕs test of the gods on Mount Carmel. 
SamyÕs and LudwinÕs eyes almost popped out of their heads when Steve threw a match on an alcohol (supposedly 
water) soaked rag, and it burst in to flames. The ÒwaterÓ represented  the water filled altar in which God consumed 
His offering with fire. 
 
29- My dad took my overly full drawer of keys and tried to figure out which doors they go to. An impossible job!! 
One of the new guards had to go because of inappropriate behavior. We are glad that we deal with the agency and 
not the workers.  
 
30- My parents and Aunt Joyce returned home. Steve helped Yeny with her homework. She has learning problems but 
usually tries her best, which is helpful. She is also excited that her two front teeth are coming back in after having 
them pulled out when she was three. As of today, all of the classes have a teacher. However, we are not sure how 
long the 1st-2nd grade teacher will last since the students spell better than he.  
 
31- Brenda spent last night a ZucyÕs house. Jefersson cried all night with ear and head aches. He missed a fourth of a 
day of school and then was fine after taking one teaspoon of Tylenol. Phillip was excited to put an ant farm together 
with Steve that he got for his birthday. Zucy is concerned about how well Ludwin and Caleb, both in first grade, are 
going to do at our school.  They are very slow, speed-wise and academically-wise.   
 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS 
 +  Our school staff:  Zucy (principal), Johana (Pre-school), Rigoberto (1st-2nd), Chari (3rd-4th), Rosa Mar’a (5th-6th), Veronica (English: K5, 
K6, 1st grade beginning reading, and 3rd), Tevny (1st intermediate reading, 1st science and math, 2nd, 4th, 5th, 6th), and Herbert (Computers) 
 +  Home staff: Diana, Blanca, Imelda and Brenda 
   
 
PRAYER PRAISES 
 +  It is good to have the coast boys here even if they are stil l trying to adjust 100%. 


